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out of their houses, but I can assure you that the
first warning they get is the first bomb which is
dropped on them by the aeroplanes. What I say is
an absolute fact. As soon as this warning is dropped
on them, which may cost them some lives, some of
them do clear out of their houses; but others stay,
and this will be appreciated by those who know the
Pathan mentality. They hate to leave their houses,
because all that they possess is round about them
in their houses, and they would prefer to be buried
in them than leave them. So they remain in their
houses, and this barbarous action of the Government
does not frighten them. They prefer death in their
own houses, like brave people. . . .
"In this connection, let me tell you that when
the German aeroplanes were flying over London,
though they had given the assurance that they would
never bomb the civil population, an awful panic was
caused among the people there, and as they rushed
out for safety, I remember that on one occasion, at
Liverpool Street Underground Station, nine people
were crushed to death. So, you could imagine the
feelings of the Frontier people here at the dropping
of bombs, when the mere appearance of aeroplanes
over London creates such panic, even though the
anti-aircraft guns were firing for their defence, and
though also there were aeroplanes in London which
went up to fight for their defence. But what is the
case here? They have no anti-aircraft guns, and
you can drop bombs on them without any fear and
without taking much risk. Besides, the aeroplanes